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ADVENT

2022
It’s that time of year! Stories and traditions that have been passed down from 
generation to generation fill the air. Some of them delight us. Some fill us with 
comfort, wonder or peace. Some we’d rather set aside. While the swell of memories 
and emotions that accompanies holidays is vast, the Christmas story gathers us 
close. It collects and connects us to a narrative woven through time. Following the 
thread backward, we see God’s long faithfulness woven together with works of 
liberation. We see God’s presence woven together with flesh and bone. We see our 
own birth weaving us right into this story, telling us that we are the next generation 
to receive and birth God’s hope in the world.

Mary experienced herself woven into the story and declared:

Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name.
His mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation. 

(Luke 1: 48b-50)

Despite the challenges and vulnerability she faced, Mary glimpsed the scale and 
scope of the good news she helped bring forth. This good news transcends time and 
space – it is bigger than any one character, and yet the part each one plays matters. 
The part each of US plays matters!

Throughout this advent, we’ll use the beautiful resources of “A Sanctified Art” to pay 
attention to each of the characters in these familiar narratives and ask: What did each 
person pass on or contribute? How did they either participate in God’s liberation and 
love—or try to thwart God’s justice? What can we learn from them, and what is our role 
now? What will we pass on to the next generation?

May our advent theme, From Generation to Generation, remind us of the ways our 
lives, histories, actions, and stories are interconnected and woven together to the 
unfolding work of God. May we remember that we belong—to a story etched into 
the wrinkles of time, to generations that have come before and will come after, to a 
love that won’t let us go.
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Advent 
ResouRces 

F O R  H O M E

FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION   
ADVENT CALENDAR

An interactive advent calendar to hang on your wall 
or fridge. Each day presents activities on the theme of 
home, perfect for families and people of all ages! 

FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION  
ADVENT DEVOTIONAL BOOK

Art, poetry, songs, and reflections for the Season of 
Advent.  Suggested donation of $5 help cover the cost 
of printing. 

NATIVITY STICKERS FROM ILLUSTRATED MINISTRY

Build your own nativity throughout Advent, using 
these unique, hand-drawn and diverse stickers. A fun 
project for any age, stickers can be placed on colored 
backgrounds provided with the stickers.

ADVENT CANDLES

We have a few extra sets of 
purple and pink taper 
candles, and several white 
pillar Christ Candles for 
your home advent wreath.  
Suggested donation of $5 
for either.

Home Advent Resources will 
be available in the Gathering 
Space on Sundays or by 
contacting Betsy Hanzelin at 
bhanzelin@fccfaithful.org.

~ the symbolism behind the Rose ~

A central image for the theme this Advent is a rose.  This 
image will appear throughout Advent in our décor and 
publications.   Here is a little background on the rose, as 
written by the artist, Rev. Lauren Wright Pittman:

“When we decided on the theme, From Generation to 
Generation…, the imagery that kept surfacing was the 
connective tissue of people through the visual metaphor of a 
family tree.   I knew I wanted to emphasize the particularity 
of each person while imaging how their story fits into a large 
narrative – one in line with the generative work of God.  I 
drew simplified silhouettes of people in a radial fashion, 
positioned around a center point.

At once this imagery took on a depth of meaning: the 
lineage of Christ centered around his light, the nativity scene 
centered around the manger, and the larger movement of 
God through each and every created being – radiating and 
growing like a flower.  Ultimately, the image represents how 
we are all connected, our stories are woven together, and 
each of us has a purpose in the beauty of God’s continued 
unfolding creation.”
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theRe’s Room foR eveRy stoRy 
Matthew 1:1-17 & Isaiah 2:1-5 - We light the Candle of Hope

we tell this stoRy
4:30 pm Family Friendly Worship
Christmas Carols, stories, and activities geared toward families 
with children.

10 pm Candlelight Worship
With music and stories for all ages

NOV. 27 @ 10 AM............................
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

DEC. 4 @ 10 AM...............................
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

god meets us in ouR feAR
Luke 1:26-38 & Isaiah 11:1-10 - We light the Candle of Peace

DEC. 11 @ 10 AM.............................
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

we cAn choose A betteR wAy
Matthew 1:18-25 & Isaiah 35:1-10 - We light the Candle of Joy

we see god in eAch otheR
Luke 1:39-58 - We light the Candle of Love 
Christmas Choir Cantata

DEC. 18 @ 10 AM.............................
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

WED. DEC. 21 @ 7 PM.......................
WINTER SOLSTICE

the longest night 
December 21 is the longest night of the year.  A service designed to 
provide space for prayer, reflection, and remembrance … a sacred 
space of calm, quiet, and healing.  

SAT. DEC. 24.....................................
CHRISTMAS EVE 

DEC. 25 @ 10 AM.............................
CHRISTMAS DAY

god dwells with us
Simple Christmas Morning worship and carols

JAN.1 @ 10 AM.............................
NEW YEARS DAY

we keep seeking
Matthew 2:1-23 - Epiphany

Advent woRship
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F C C  H A P P E N I N G S

Sunday, November 27 
(The First Sunday of Advent)

Following worship

Come young and old to join in the 
fun of decorating our trees, hanging 
wreaths, stringing garland, and 
illuminating outside as we prepare 
our hearts and sacred space to offer 
the warm hospitality of this sacred 
season.  

No experience is required, and 
there is a job for everyone and all 
ages! 

Children will have their own special 
time of creating crafts, singing, and 
decorating their own tree.  

Light refreshments will be provided.

Sunday, December 12
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Have you turned in your pledge for 2022?

November 6 was Commitment Sunday, and  
we celebrate that we are half way to our goal!

Please be in prayer for the commitment you can  
make to support our ministry. 

Save the Date for the

YOUTH YOUTH 
CHRISTMAS CHRISTMAS 

PARTY PARTY 
Sunday, December 18

11:30am - 12:30pm
@ the Community House

Fun. Food. Games.  
And your faces.

YM
YOUTH MINISTRIES

let’s blow their minds.
The Chancel Choir will be presenting This Day of Celebration during  
worship on Sunday, December 18, and is inviting you  
to sing with them. Anyone who is interested 
in lending their voices to this year’s Cantata 
is welcome to start rehearsing with the 
choir. If you have any questions or 
doubts, please contact Rob Calhoon, 
our Music Ministries Director soon at 
rcalhoon@fccfaithful.org.

Join us for rehearsals
on Thursdays 

from 7:15 -  8:30 pm  
in the Sanctuary
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F A I T H  I N  A C T I O N

The Board of Faith in Action is excited to announce Yuletide Magic, a series of opportunities to share 
your time and treasure with those whose circumstances might not “sparkle and glisten” for them this 
season. Sign up to share your time and treasure at fccfaithful.org/yuletidemagic.

S H A R I N G  Y O U R  T R E A S U R E

Gift Cards
For Bethel Community Center and Anew 

More than warm mittens and a hat, their clients need gas 
cards, groceries, and things like laundry detergent and 
diapers. We have identified retailers, restaurants, and gas 
stations whose gift cards would be very welcome this 
season.)  Drop off cards at FCC between November 20 and 
December 15. 

If you prefer to make a monetary donation, you can drop 
off a check or make a donation through our online portal 
at www.fccfaithful.org/giving  (make sure to put “Yuletide 
Magic” in the memo line).  Donations should be made by 
December 10.

Amazon Wish List
For Jones Memorial Center & Bethel

Our Community Partners, Jones Center and Bethel 
Community Center provide care and services for children 
in Chicago Heights.   They have requested games and 
activities for children, and we hope to spread a bit of 
Yuletide Magic for these wonderful community gems that 
have been serving families for decades.   Visit our Amazon 
Wish List at fccfaithful.org/yuletidemagic to purchase 
items and return to church between November 20 and 
December 15. 

S H A R I N G  Y O U R  T I M E

Intergenerational Service 
Project for CFFEIM
Wednesday, December 14 from 6 – 8 pm

All ages and abilities are invited to gather in Fellowship 
Hall to assist the Center for Food Equity in Medicine in 
its goal of serving 100 families at Christmas.  Our team 
will assist with easy projects that will provide meals, 
small gifts, and hygiene packs for vulnerable families 
experiencing health care crisis.  

Like our Blanket Making Night in September, this is the 
perfect project for all ages to join in fellowship as we 
provide hands-on outreach to our neighbors.

Delivery Day for CFFEIM
Saturday, December 17

The Center for Food Equity in Medicine will deliver 
holiday meals to their clients experiencing health crises 
on December 17. Get your friends together and sign 
up to assist as a volunteer or a driver.  Gas up your car 
for a morning of deliveries that are sure to bring some 
Yuletide Magic to many homes.  

A link for volunteers to sign up is provided at 
fccfaithful.org/yuletidemagic.
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A D V E N T  G I V I N G

The Diaconate Board is sponsoring this year’s project to bring joy 
and Christmas cookies to our older members, the homebound, 
and other folks from our congregation who could use an extra 
dose of Christmas cheer. But we need YOUR help!  Please visit our 
sign up link at fccfaithful.org/yuletidemagic to volunteer in one of 
the following ways:

B A K E
4 dozen (or more) of your favorite Christmas cookies and drop 
them off on Sunday morning, December 11 at church.   You can 
also drop off your donation the week before between 9 am – 1 
pm at the church office.

B O X
Come to Fellowship Hall after worship on December 11 to assist 
in sorting, packing, and wrapping cookie boxes for delivery.

D E L I V E R
Come to Fellowship Hall at 1 pm on December 11 to pick up 
and deliver beautiful boxes of delicious cookies to homes 
(typically 4-5 stops, in the same area).

If you have questions, or have suggestions for cookie recipients, 
please contact Shari Sweeney at sailonandon@gmail.com.

Anew 
Anew (formerly South Suburban Family Shelter) needs 
extra hands in early January to assemble informational 
packets and posters for potential donors throughout 
the southland. Volunteers are asked to donate one to 
two hours. 

Anew is also offering Domestic Violence training on the 
first Saturday of each month for those who might like 
to assist with phone calls and walk-ins from victims as 
well as attending resource fairs, supporting their hotline 
and walk-in clients.   Volunteers can sign up directly 
with Rachel at Rachel.F@anewdv.org or by calling 
708.794.2140 x305.  

S U N D AY  D E C E M B E R  11

Respond Now
Respond Now needs volunteers beginning in December 
to work in the food pantry and fill orders before, during 
and after hours.   Volunteers can sign up at  
aalvarado@respondnow.org or by calling 708.755.4537

Share Your 
Time with our 
Community 
Partners
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